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Dear Friends:

The lowa/Nebraska NAACP State Conference of Branches is pleased to have served as the
catalyst for brining lowa’s economic leaders together to ‘proactively’ address economic
disparities for minorities and the low-income. Our 2008 Economic Empowerment Conference
served as the platform for our initial efforts to: 1) elevate the awareness of economic
disparities of minorities and the low-income to highest levels of management in business,
education, and government; and 2) provide conference participants with policy and program
tools to better understand and engage economic disparities.

We surveyed our conference attendees 120 days following our Economic Empowerment
Conference to determine how useful the information presented at the conference was to
them, whether or not they actually used the information within the 120-day period, and
whether or not they planned to use the information in the future. We also provided an
‘optional’ opportunity for survey respondents to comment on other aspects of the conference
and have included those results with this summary report as well.

This summary report finalizes the first phase of our work regarding economic empowerment
for minorities and the low-income in lowa. However, since our Economic Empowerment
Conference, lowa has experienced a further decline in economic activity. Therefore, the work
of the lowa/Nebraska NAACP State Conference of Branches is not finished and we ask for your
continued support as we move into the next phase of our work, building economic
collaborations on the local level in communities across lowa.

On behalf of the lowa/Nebraska NAACP State Conference of Branches, we thank our Economic
Empowerment Conference sponsors, speakers, presenters, economic leadership, and
attendees.

Rev. Keith A. Ratliff, Sr., State President
lowa/Nebraska NAACP State Conference of Branches

Gary Lawson, State Chair
Economic Empowerment Committee
lowa/Nebraska NAACP State Conference of Branches
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Background

During 2007, the lowa/Nebraska NAACP State Conference of Branches (NAACP State
Conference) began to apply closer scrutiny to lowa’s economy for emerging trends with
respect to: 1) changing demographics; 2) employment; 3) housing; and 4) small business.
While lowa’s economy was healthy at that time, there were signs beginning to develop on the
national scene of what the future could bring to lowa. The NAACP State Conference adopted a
“proactive” position to surface and address economic trends that could possibly have a
disproportionately negative impact on minorities and the low-income.

The Economic Empowerment Committee of the NAACP State Conference was requested to
apply a more formal approach to monitoring lowa’s economy, which resulted in a series of
field investigations and analyses of U.S. census data. Once the State NAACP Conference
reached an adequate level of comfort with our findings, a decision was made to share our
findings with lowa’s economic leaders in hopes of building a collaborative and proactive
means of addressing developing economic trends that could have an increasingly disparate
impact on minorities and the low-income.

Discussions with economic leaders in business, education, education, and government
provided scientific research and other collaborative support for conducting our Economic
Empowerment Conference. The purpose of the Economic Empowerment Conference was to
highlight the emerging trends in the lowa economy projecting disparities for minorities and
low-income, build collaborative means of addressing disparate trends. The 2008 Economic
Empowerment Conference was held at the Hotel Fort Des Moines on Friday, September 19,
2008.

We especially thank the following sponsors for their support:

Bankers Trust Company

lowa Department of Economic Development
lowa Finance Authority

lowa State University

lowa Workforce Development
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Workshops

The following workshops were offered:

Understanding Minority Participation in the lowa Economy
Presenter: David Swenson, Associate Scientist, Department of Economics, lowa State University

Connecting with Your Local One-Stop Center
Presenter: Lori Adams, Administrator, Division of Workforce Centers, lowa Workforce Development

Expanding Affordable Home Ownership Opportunities
Presenter: Irene Hardisty, Director of Single-Family Housing Production, lowa Finance Authority

Foreclosure Prevention in lowa
Presenters: Patrick Madigan, Assistant Attorney General, lowa Attorney General’s Office
Stephanie Preush, Executive Director, lowa Home Ownership Education Project
lowa Targeted Small Business Assistance Programs
Presenter: Donna Lowery, Program Manager of the Targeted Small Business Financial Assistance Program,

lowa Department of Economic Development

State Government Employment: NAACP Report Served as Catalyst to GO V e s Bxecutive
Order on Diversity
Presenter: Law Professor Russell Lovell, Drake University.

Quick Facts

Number of Economic Empowerment Conference registrations (workshops and executive
luncheon) =104

Number of cities represented = 11
Number of organizations represented = 24 (does not include NAACP branches)

Types of organizations represented = 4 (Business, community-based, education, and
government)
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Most attended workshop at 9:00 am = Understanding Minority Participation in the lowa
Economy (38 % of all attendees)

Most attended workshop at 10:15 am = State Government Employment (33% of all attendees)
Note: You can access the presentation information on each workshop given at the conference

by going to the State NAACP Conference web site at www.lowaNebraskaStateNaacp.org and
click on the EEC (Economic Empowerment Committee) tab.

Executive Luncheon

The speaker for the luncheon was Suku Radia, President of Bankers Trust Company., lowa’s
largest privately owned bank. Mr. Radia gave a memorable speech on his personal journey to
overcome cultural barriers as well as the benefits of the changing demographics in lowa’s
economy to the business world.

Survey

The State NAACP Conference wanted to know: 1) how useful the Economic Empowerment
Conference information was to attendees; whether they used the information within the 120
days; and whether they anticipated on using the information in the future. In addition, the
survey gave them an option of commenting on the conference. The survey was emailed and
followed-up with telephone call reminders. The survey response rate was an impressive 67%.
Following are the key results from the survey:

e 100% of the respondents indicated that the information they received was useful.

e 2 of every 3 respondents indicated that the information was ‘very useful’.


http://www.iowanebraskastatenaacp.org/
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e 7 of every 10 responded that they used the information they received within 120
days of the Economic Empowerment Conference.

e 9 of every 10 respondents believe that they will use the information in the future.

Comments about the conference...in their own words

¢ The information provided gave insight to those persons (typically not using it) that are in
decision making positions that effect our community. Their having this knowledge is a
beneficial element to their decision making process. It can assist them in making well-
rounded decisions that provide for inclusivity.

e This information is important information to share with aspiring entrepreneurs and also
existing business owners. Because we provide all of this information to our clients, this
was not new information to me but | think it is always a great opportunity to share these
resources with the community as many people seem to not know where the resources
are or how to access them. What was extremely helpful is that some people learned
about how our agency could help them and they came to us to access information to
help them (strengthen) their business and this was very valuable. It may not have
happened otherwise.

¢ Nicely done. | would suggest in the future that all the presenters have something in
writing to present to the attendees. Makes it easier to pay attention when we can just
add a few notes rather than creating the entire message. Thanks for offering
scholarships. My co-worker and | could not have attended without them. | appreciate
that and recommend you continuing that.

e Excellent!
e Thank you for providing this community resource.

e The conference was quite helpful in providing me with information that will assist me in
moving my non-profit to the next level.
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| enjoyed the workshops and the presenters. The presenter was patient in allowing us to
ask questions. | liked having handouts. | also enjoyed the lunch and speaker; his life
story was very educational regarding his cultural history and upbringing.

It has been very useful. The information from David Swenson (has) caused us to look at
a variety of different programs to reach and serve a different population than our
traditional.

The conference was very informational and (I) plan on attending next year. Thanks.
Thanks, | took away a lot of ideas for my work and will implement them.

This was a very educational conference. It helped me to look at things from a different
perspective. | was glad | attended.

Good job with the topics but | would also suggest a session on “training on how to build
intra-community relations”...

| thought the conference was good, the food was good, networking was good, and a half
day format was time-saving.

| was able to attend two of the sessions, and | thought they both contained very good
information and had excellent presenters. | was glad | attended the conference. Please
send me the information on the next conference.

The 6 workshops and presenters were all of interest and | would have liked to go to
more than 2. It was difficult to choose based on based on (the) comments of others, the
workshops that | was unable to attend were well presented and provided excellent
information just as the one | attended.
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Recommendations

The recommendations for improving the conference fell under the one of the three themes
below:

e Improve the quality of the on-site registration process.
e Have more workshops.

e Make the conference more affordable and continue offering scholarships.
Concluding Remarks
The lowa/Nebraska NAACP State Conference of Branches seeks your continued

support in our future endeavors to advance economic empowerment
opportunities for minorities and the low-income.



